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EMANGUZI COMES TO A STANDTSTILL AS COMMUNITY, SUPPORTED BY 

GOVERNMENT, PICKETS AGAINST BAIL FOR MURDER SUSPECTS 

 

Manguzi, under UMkhanyakude District, was brought to a standstill this morning when 

hundreds of community members, supported by government, picketed peacefully 

across the streets, opposing bail for suspects accused of killing 20-year-old Thandazile 

Mpunzi, an albino woman.  

 

Armed with placards, the community, supported by the Departments of Community 

Safety and Liaison (DSCL) and Social Development, marched across the streets and 

outside the Manguzi Magistrate’s Court, opposing bail for the suspects. 

The peaceful march comes after the arrests of the suspects.  

 

During the court proceedings this morning, three of the suspects appeared in court and 

their defense attorney Mr S. Zindela, told the court that his clients had abandoned their 

bail application – a decision that was welcomed by the full packed courtroom, including 

Mpunzi’s family who said the suspects belonged in custody. 

 

The magistrate adjourned the case to 13 October 2015 while police investigations 

continued. The suspects would remain in custody. 

 



Relatives had reported Mpunzi’s disappearance earlier this month and, after 

investigations, police arrested and charged four suspects, including a preacher. The 

suspects led officers to the shallow grave containing Mpunzi’s chopped up body.  

 

The Senior Manager of uMkhanyakude and Zululand districts in the DCSL, Ismail 

Nxumalo, said the suspects belonged in custody and they should face the long arm of 

the law for their alleged involvement in such a heinous crime on Women’s Month. 

 

“We welcome the suspects’ decisions to abandon their bail application because 

we, as the Department, are of the view that they should remain in custody for 

their alleged roles in such a dastardly crime against an innocent woman, on 

Women’s Month – a time when we should be rejoicing and honouring women. 

 

“As a Department, we are also delighted that that the community came out in 

such huge numbers - backed up by the Department and Government to picket 

and oppose bail. The murder and rape of women remains a great concern to us, 

as Government,” said Nxumalo. 

  

MEC Mchunu, who has backed up the peaceful protest, has again called on the people 

of KwaZulu-Natal, to heed to the pronouncement made by him for communities to 

organise themselves and oppose bail for suspects. 

 

“We need to register our strong protest and anger by demanding that rape 

suspects should not be given bail to suspects,” said Mchunu. 
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